
The U.S. Fire Administration serves on the Public/Private Fire Safety Council, which recently released 
a white paper that addresses the use of home smoke alarms (for the full report, please visit: 
www.usfa.fema.gov/about/media/2006releases/040606.shtm). This is the first in a series that will 
outline major strategies for reducing the annual death toll from residential fires.  USFA encourages 
those of you on the local level to use the Quick Response Media Corps fact sheets and a live-read radio 
PSA on smoke alarms to reduce fire deaths in your own community and to contribute to the nationwide 
goal of universal use of home smoke alarms.  Quick Response Media Corps also offers fact sheets on 
13 other topics related to fire safety and prevention and the common causes of home fires for you to 
use in public outreach activities. USFA offers a host of information and resources including fire safety 
campaigns and materials, statistical data and reports, and other training/education tools.  Access these 
resources at www.usfa.fema.gov. 
Sincerely, 
Kathy Gerstner 
National Fire Programs 

Prepare. Practice. Prevent the Unthinkable Campaign Reveals a Fresh Face 
The USFA’s fire safety campaign for babies and toddlers now features a new face. “Tyler” joins 
“Gabby,” in urging parents and caregivers to protect this high-risk group from the dangers of fire.  See 
Tyler by visiting www.usfaparents.gov (the Spanish language site featuring original model Gabby can 
be viewed at: http://www.usfa.fema.gov/padres/index.htm). The campaign urges parents and 
caregivers to keep matches and lighters out of children’s reach, make and practice a fire escape plan, 
and have a working smoke alarm on each level of the home.  USFA offers free materials – visit the 
above Web site to download or order brochures, posters, and a fire escape grid.  Fact sheets are 
available in seven languages – English, Spanish, Chinese, French, Korean, Russian, and Vietnamese. 

Live-read Radio PSAs: Children and Fire Safety 
The following script is the third in a series of five live-read radio PSA (Public Service Announcement) 
scripts available to Quick Response Media Corps members.  The first and second PSAs featured smoke 
alarms and escape planning, respectively.  This :30 script highlights the importance of keeping children 
safe from fires: 

Children and Fire Safety Live-read Script for Fire Service Members 

Do you know that children under age 5 are twice as likely as the rest of us to die in a home fire? Hi, 

I’m XXXXX from the XXXXXX fire department. 


Here’s what you can do to keep children safe from home fires: Keep matches and lighters out of their 

reach, maintain a working smoke alarm on every level of your home, and practice a fire escape plan. 


Pick a meeting spot outside of the home. Remember: get out and stay out. 


http:www.usfa.fema.gov
http://www.usfa.fema.gov/padres/index.htm)


For more fire safety information, visit usfaparents.gov. 

This message is brought to you by the United States Fire Administration, the XXXXX fire department 
and this radio station. 

If you would like to receive all five live-read scripts, or if you have used the PSAs in your community 
and want to share your experience, please e-mail quickresponse@hagersharp.com. 

Firehouse.com Features Quick Response Program 
Firehouse.com contributor Ben May wrote a story titled USFA’s Quick Response Program: How Your 
Department Can Impact the Nation’s Fire Problem Now that promotes Quick Response Media Corps 
as a way to combat the nation’s fire problem “where it lives” through fire safety and prevention 
messages.  Visit www.firehouse.com and look under the Feature heading for May’s article.  Please 
note that the story includes a link to the Quick Response Media Corps enrollment form – consider 
forwarding the article on to other firefighters to invite them to join the program! 

Fire Safety in the News 
Special Edition QR E-bulletin – An unusually high number of fire deaths in early March prompted 
USFA to ask its Quick Response Media Corps members to place a “Letter to the Editor” in local 
newspapers that reminds citizens of the importance of having a working smoke alarm.  Several Quick 
Response Media Corps members adapted the letter provided in the e-bulletin to their community and 
successfully placed it in local newspapers.  Thanks to those who seized the opportunity to get 
important fire safety information in the news. 

Worcester, MA – On March 5, the Worcester Telegram published a story following two fatal fires in 
the area, and both were reportedly caused by careless smoking.  The story carried fire safety tips to 
prevent careless smoking fires and also called attention to the “quick response” that USFA made to the 
local media in the area in the teachable moment following the fire fatalities.   

Quick Response Media Corps Recruitment 
USFA asks for your help in growing Quick Response Media Corps – please tell fellow fire fighters 
about this program, and ask them to e-mail quickresponse@hagersharp.com to sign up. We want to 
maximize opportunities for getting fire safety in the news, and we welcome your help! 
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